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   Features – Ashley Lawson 
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A Team:                                B Team: 
Justin Gravely  15 Justin Kenard 12 
Matthew McHone 23 Isaiah Pyrtle 32 
Jonah Slate  33 Will Collins 10 
Dakota Young  25 Mason Sands 11 
Chase Martin 35 Roger Phillips 14 
Junior Villarreal 24 Paul Cross 13 
Bowen Ammons 30 Hunter Martin 20 
Austin Long 22   
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A Team:                                  B Team: 
Summer Harris 20 Haley Joyce 33 
Mallie Ziglar 10 Patience Wright 13 
Lydia Richardson 23 Miranda Hammonds 11 
Sabrina Dodson 34 Emily Meyers 30 
Heather Nall  12 Morgan Bolens 22 
Hannah McBride 14 Elizabeth East 35 
Hannah McKinney 22 Carson Bollman 25 
Ashley Amos 31   
Taylor Mabe 15   
Amber Mabe 21   

 
Panther Wrestlers  
Matt Craddock 160 
Tyler Lawson 152 
John-Luke Charleville 119 
Seth Tucker 135-140 
Tyler Hurst 125-130 
Daniel Vasquez 130-135 
Zavier Simmons Heavy Weight 
Mitch Mabe 93-103 
Peter Swanson 68-83 
Emanuel Hartman 105-112 
James Hammonds 83-89 
Zach Hunter 83-89 
Joseph Lawson 93-103 
Russell Beasley 93-103 
Korey Potter 112-119 
Hunter Moorefield 112-119 
Juan Rodriguez 125-130 
Jonathan Lemons 189 
Mycheal Hubbard Holden 152-160 
Dakota Priddy 105 
Samuel Venable 130-135 
Nathan Sands 145 
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6th grade  
Champions—Mrs. Williams  
Runner Up--- Mrs. Connor  
7th grade  
Champions--Miss Davis  
Runner Up – Mrs. Boyles 
8th grade  
Champions --- Mr. Flowers  
Runner Up --- Mr. Lewellyn 
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 Wow! That’s what everyone was saying at Piney Grove versus Southeastern basketball 
game. You might think “wow” is a good thing but no, it actually means wow, was that really our 
team! The B girls had a really tough game with the score of 3 to 33 southeastern. Their only 3 
points were made foul shots. The B boys had a good game because they went into overtime but 
they still lost with a score of   to   . The A girls lost with 36 to 13 and we were all very angry at 
the score. The A boys had a good time until the last minute of the game. It was on again off 
again with the score, but the buzzer went off and southeastern was 2 points ahead. The final 
score was   to   . The panthers hope to pull off a win next time and hope for a better day. 
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 The basketball game, on November 19, was against the Gentry Patriots at the Panthers 
gym. This was an extraordinary game for the Piney Grove girls, even though it was a hard fought 
loss. Shots from everyone were magnificent! The shots just kept on coming. We were tied 
throughout the game, but the last minute was when Gentry scored 2 shots and they won. The 
final score was 24 to 27.The coaches thought it was a well fought game and that the coming 
game would be better since it was the first home game of the season.  
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 On December 10, 2009 the Piney Grove Panther wrestlers took on the Mountairy Bears. 
The Panthers are having a great season and hoped for a victory over the bears.  Starting the 
match with only two members of the team, Peter Swanson and Tyler Hurst who were undefeated 
set a high bar for the boys. Peter Swanson, 68 – 83, had a hard fought match against his 
opponent, but was able to pull out a victory in the end. Tyler Hurst 125- 130, also had some 
trouble pinning his opponent, but after another incredible match also pulled out a victory. Hurst 
and Swanson both still remain undefeated for the season. Everyone tried there hardest even 
though some failed to beat their opponent, many succeeded. It was tied and the lead changed a 
few times until Matt Craddock pinned his opponent almost instantly. Piney Grove took the lead 
and left Mountairy In the dust. Following Craddock’s example, Jonathan Lemons and Zavier 
Simmons also pinned their opponents within a few seconds. The Panthers had a great match and 
took the Bears 54to 24. After the match Mycheal Hubbard Holden, who had a few problems with 
his hair, said, “I thought all the guys did really good and the team is improving as we go further 
into the season.” Matt Craddock who helped win the game said “Everyone did really good and 
were all improving every day.” “We all did a good job I took down a good wrestler which makes 
me feel good and in the end it paid off. I think we all played smart and quick during the match,” 
said Zavier Simmons. After Piney Groves Victory it brought the Panthers to an even better 
record with confidence going into their next match hoping for another great victory to boost the 
team’s energy.  



 
Coach Quotes 

 
When asked what they thought of their season or what do you think about how the 

season has gone so far this is what your coaches had to say.  
 
Volley ball  

 

Woodring—I feel honored to have had this great group of girls in my first 
year as head coach. I am proud of how far so many of the players have come this 
season. I am proud of our record and look out Gentry…… we are coming to get 
you next year!!!!! 

Verrier—We had a very good season. Our second half of the year was 
excellent and we had a lot of fun along the way.  

 
 
 
Soccer 
 

Tilley— I think that all the soccer players showed great 
improvement throughout the season and we had a good time.  
 Lewellyn—We had a very experienced team this year. There 
were a lot of eighth graders on the team this year. We started off the 
season strong, but at the end of the season we sort of fizzled out.  
  

  
 
Football 
 
 

 Flowers— I was proud of them and how they showed improvement and 
progress each week. They also showed leadership. I thought all the boys worked hard 

at every practice, just wish we had a better record at the end of the 
season.  
 Lee— This was the most enjoyable season, for me, at Piney 
Grove. We had a bunch of hard working players who put the team 
before themselves. We all worked together very well. We played well 
enough to have gotten more wins than we did in previous years, but 
the ball just didn’t bounce our way in a couple of games.  
 

  
 
Tennis 
 

 Slate— It was a roller coaster ride with the resurfacing of the courts after the first match. 
The girl’s parents were very understanding. As most years it’s always a rebuilding process 
because of only the 7th and 8th grade girls playing. We will miss our eighth grade girls next year. 
The girls will continue off season with a camp and open courts at night and other opportunities in 
the community. Coach McKenzie (Mac) has come to watch us play and is always interested and 
the girls will go to North Stokes next year with him. He’s looking for a great group of girls.  
 
 
  
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
Cheerleading 

 
 Hunter— THERE AWESOME SO TO TOTALLY  
 
 Blackwell—I think that our girls have been great at 
cheering both for the football and basketball players this year. 
They do there cheers and keep our school spirit going.    
 

  
 
 

Girls Basketball  
 Love— Were improving and getting better as the season progresses, it takes 
time, but we’ll get there.  
 Nickell— We have a long way to go, but are showing progress each and every 
week. The girls are working hard at every practice to become better players so that we 
can have a few wins this season.  
Mr. Love refused to let us take his picture  

 
  
 
 
Boys Basketball 

 Wood— Our team is working hard to achieve our 
goals. We set very high goals at the beginning of the 
season. We want to win the conference tournament again 
this year and to beat everyone by twenty points. We are 
getting better each and every day and hope for a great 
season.   
 Vernon—All the players are working hard and are 
getting better every day. So far it’s been a successful season.  

 
 Wrestling 
 McHone—It has been my privilege to coach this particular team. We 
have set some specific goals for each wrester and they are working hard to 
achieve these goals. Our team goal is to win the conference title. I have had some 
quality teams during my 11 years of coaching and I believe this team is capable 
of winning the conference title for Piney Grove Middle School. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

Spotlight Coach 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Officer Jenkins 
 

Interview with wrestling coach Officer Jenkins 
 
How is the team doing so far? 
 
Doing great they work hard at practice and are very respectful which makes my job as a coach 
much easier. I am having a lot of fun coaching this group. 
 
What are some problems you have encountered or things you need to work on?  
  
A lot of young inexperienced wrestlers, but as we practice more we will get better as a team.  
 
Do you think they will improve throughout the season? 
 
They will definitely improve.  As with all things in life practice makes perfect. 
 
What’s one thing you are really proud of that your team has done?  
 
Endured many days of extensive training and conditioning and have refused to quit. 
 
Other comments………. 
  
 

Band Fundraiser 
by: Patience Wright 

 
 During the month of October the band students sold cheesecake, cookie dough, and 
coffee.  They raised $2500 going towards the purchase of new instruments.  There was a lot of 
effort put into this fundraiser. The band students did an outstanding job. 
  

“We did pretty well, everyone worked hard to sell, and we will be able to buy a few new 
instruments. There may be a sale in the spring we haven’t decided yet” 

- Jarvis 
 
 
 
 
 



From the Principle’s Desk 
 

I am thoroughly enjoying my experience as a coach and look forward to helping in other sports 
programs. I think all kids PGMS are the best in the county!!!!! 
 
  
From the Principal’s Desk 
 
Piney Grove Middle School was accredited by the Advanced Ed District Accreditation 
Association.  What that means for our school is that we have met the quality assurance standards 
that have been set by the Advanced Ed Accreditation group.  Some of the standards that are 
included in the accreditation study are vision and purpose, governance and leadership, teaching 
and learning, documenting and using results, resource and support systems, communication and 
relationships, and commitment to continuous improvement.  
 
We try to focus on integrating technology into our instruction and try to generate assessments 
that give our teachers information to assist them in planning for instruction.  We are using 
technology programs to teach all disciplines – spreadsheet, data base, power point, and word 
processing.  We have just finished a very successful science fair and several of our students 
placed in the county science fair. We wish our winners the very best as they advance to regional 
competition.  
 
 Winter sports are moving along and our teams are experiencing success. The cheerleaders are 
giving our teams support along with all our students and parents that attend the games and 
matches. We appreciate all the support from our community and wish our teams the best of luck 
as we begin the second half of the winter sports season.  Our winter band concert will be coming 
up soon and we invite all our parents and students to join us for a great night of music and 
sounds of the season.   
 
What I see for us in the second nine weeks is continuation of hard work by all students and staff 
as we continue to focus on the curriculum and high academic standards.   We will continue to 
emphasize team planning, integration of the curriculum, and differentiated instruction.   It is a 
long stretch from now until spring break so students will have to stay focused on learning and I 
hope everyone stays healthy too.  The PTO, Athletics Boosters and Band Boosters are always 
involved and we invite the parents to become involved in all of these organizations.  I wish 
everyone a joyful and peaceful holiday and look forward to a successful spring semester.   
 
  
 
 

8th Grade Fieldtrip 
by: Patience Wright 

 
 On November 18th, 2009 the 8th graders went on a fieldtrip to the Greensboro Coliseum. 
There they watched many plays. Such as “Tale Tell Heart” by Edgar Allen Poe, “The Legend of 
Sleepy Hollow” by Washington Irving, “The Monkeys Paw” by W.W Jacobs, “The Necklace” 
by Guy de Maupassant, and “The Jumping Frog of Calveras County” by Mark Twain. 
  

 “All the plays were great but I think that the play “Legend of Sleepy Hollow” was the 
best.” – Summer Harris 
  

“The plays were great. My favorite was “The Monkeys Paw” because it was mysterious.” 
– Ashley Lawson 
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On Friday November 20th, 2009 Piney Grove had its annual fall 

bonfire dance. Eight grade teacher Mr. Vernon and art teacher Mr. Lee 
had been working hard to get 
everything ready out on the 
softball field for the big night. 
Former PTA president Nolan 
Lawson DJ’D for the night and it 
was a blast. With everyone 
dancing and having fun, we had a 
wide range of music from the line 
dances, the electric slide and the 
cupid shuffle, to country, to hip-

hop, and even back to footloose. Students danced the night away and had a great time hanging 
out with their friends and singing along to the music. PTA president Nolan Lawson joking said 
“there was a fire and people walked around” then later said “I hope that the students had as much 
fun at the bonfire dance as I did playing the music and listening to the requests I hope that all the 
rest of the dances go just as well as the bonfire dance.” “It was the best dance I have ever 
attended” said eighth grade student Lauren Mizelle, and the parse continues. All of the students 

seem to be looking forward to all upcoming 
dances.  
  
 
 
 
 
 

Horoscopes 
by Mason Via 

 
Aries: Today is a good day to stay away from disease filled monkeys. 
Taurus: If you are thinking of being a little artistic today feel free to draw all over your friends 
face with an aquamarine sharpie. 
Gemini: Today is a day full of luck for you so be on the lookout for pots of gold but be cautious 
for evil leprechauns wearing polka dotted sunglasses. 
Cancer: Holiday spirit is in the air and Santa is getting the limelight so if you see the Easter 
bunny, give him a hi-5 and tell him to “cheer up!” 
Leo: Today is a good day to be organized so if you have to pull out the shrunken head, the roller 
skates, and your old taco bell wrapper just to be neat & tidy then so be it. 
Virgo: If you feel a little down on the weather today, it’s normal, just sing the spider pig song 
and hopefully everything will get better. 
Libra: Today is a day to have fun, so break out the disco ball and your rented pogo stick and do 
the Macarena. 
Scorpio: Today is a bad day to jump in a kiddy pool filled with porcupines and cacti, but if you 
want to really bad then I can’t stop you. 
Sagittarius: I know that today you might have the urge to hurt Elmo but remember that he’s just a 
puppet and that the guy controlling him is innocent. 
Capricorn: If you’re feeling curious about something then stop feeling curious about it, because 
curiosity killed the camel and I’m pretty sure that you don’t want to die. 
Aquarius: remember to wash your hands today because if you don’t….. .the planet gleepsnob 
might possibly explode. 
Pisces: Today if you spontaneously combustion remember to play the ukulele. 
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Patrick Henry once said: the battle, Sir, is not to the strong alone; it is to the vigilant, the active, 
the brave….   

On November 10, 2009 Willis Overby and Roger Reynolds came to Piney Grove Middle 
School to talk to the student body about supporting our serving troops and remembering those 
who have served throughout our great nation in the past wars. Willis 
Overby served as an army official and was in the Korean War. Roger 
Reynolds has been serving for many years and is just returning from a 
term in Iraq. Willis said some very powerful words during his speech. 
He recited the words in which soldiers are sworn in by. It read, I,, do 
solemnly swear (or affirm) that I will support and defend the 
Constitution of the United States against all enemies, foreign and 
domestic; that I will bear true faith and allegiance to the same; and 
that I will obey the orders of the President of the United States and 
the orders of the officers appointed over me, according to regulations 
and the Uniform Code of Military Justice. So help me God."  Also 
they played The National Anthem, “American Soldier” by Toby 
Keith, and “Where the Stars and Stripes and the Eagle Fly” by Aaron 
Tippin. Roger showed our students two videos, one of his units 
overseas and another of the songs above. What it’s like to be an 
American and what it means. The newspaper staff asks that you 
remember the men and women defending your freedoms overseas and keep them in your 
thoughts every day. Below are pictures of each of the five branches. The paper staff would also 
like to send out a special thanks to all of our military heroes. It means a lot to us, for all you do, 
thank you.  
 
 

       

 
Thanksgiving Lunch 

by Sarah Bullins and Summer Harris 
 

On Tuesday November 24, 2009 Piney Grove Middle 
School had a thanksgiving dinner for the students and their 
parents, family, and friends. The food that was served, by the 
panthers principal Mr. Tucker, included turkey, mashed 
potatoes, green beans, sweet potato pie, rolls, stuffing, and 
cranberry sauce. All of the students seemed to enjoy spending 

time with their families and having 
a great meal, prepared by the Piney 
Grove cafeteria staff, while meeting 
with their friends and having a pre thanksgiving. The food along 
with the family aspect hopefully made the students think about what 
they were thankful for on during this year.  

 
 

 



THANKSGIVING LUNCH 
By: Lauren Hawkins  

 
 

 The Thanksgiving Lunch went great! Everyone had a great 
time and enjoyed the meal. The 6th grade had an awesome time 
eating with their parents. Everyone commented 
that the food was good. Thank the lunch ladies 
for their hard work preparing the meal. Without 
them our meal would not have been as good as 
it was.   

 
 
 

            Hey ya’ll, 
 Me again! I bet you haven’t figured out who I am yet! 
No…..you haven’t…….good. You’re getting closer though, you’ll 
find out who I am in our last issue this year! Everyone had some 
great questions but I’m going to answer only three. I’ll give you a 
hint my favorite number is the seventh prime number, counting 1. 

 
Q: What are you supposed to do if you are bullied/What do you do when you’re bullied? 
A: First of all when someone bullies you it probably means they’re jealous of you. There’s 
something about you that the bully envies. Some bullies even pick on people to look cool. 

So first of all confront your bully, ask them why they are picking on you. If that doesn’t 
work you need to tell an adult or teacher that you can trust. It won’t make you a tattle tale or a 
snitch. Trust me; I know what you’re dealing with. If this doesn’t help write back. 
 
Q: Why do we “sckool” hehe, lol? 
A: Well first of all to learn how to spell school. You go to school to get a good education, so you 
can get a good job, so you won’t grow up to be a hobo. 
  
Q: Why is my hair sooooooooo curly? 
A: Well that’s the way God wanted it. If you don’t want curly hair you 
could use straightening products. I would recommend Straight Solution 
by Hask, Turn Up The Heat by Beyond the Zone for flat iron protection, 
(you don’t want burnt hair) and a porcelain series flat iron. Try these 
products and you can fix your hair the way you want it. 
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� Mrs. Woodring -Council’s class performed for 
some Piney Grove students on Wednesday October 28th. 
The eighth grade class chose words that were overused or 
misused and wrote a script on better words to use. The 
words used were Like, Bad, Stupid, Happy, Weird, Look, 
and Scary. Students prepared a script that had words 
replacing their “Dead Word”. They were placed in groups 
of five or six. Halfway through the day students learned a 
dance to the song “Thriller” by Michael Jackson from a 
fellow classmate, Ashley Lawson. These students 

definitely deserved a round of applause. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Like Look Bad 
Sarah Bullins Tyler Edwards Matt Craddock 
Ashley Lawson Daniel Para Matthew McHone 
Summer Harris Josh Milligan Sierra Cherry 
Patience Wright Robert Edmunds GG Garcia 
Amber Mitchell Zach Hunter Kristen Rose 
Lauren Mizelle Dustin Lester Victoria Barefoot  

Stupid Happy Scary Weird 
Mallie Ziglar Peter Swanson Haley Joyce Seth Tucker 
Moriah Boyette Emanuel Hartman  Dakota Young Kristina Medina  
Lydia Richardson Austin Petree Justin Gravely Amber Mabe 
Haley Bullins Lawrence Marshall Jordan Dalton Kayla Brown 
Emma Shew Cody Duncan Teagan Wrenn Ashley Amos 
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On   November 27, 2009 Sciworks form Winston 
Salem came to 
visit the seventh 
grade students 
and show them a 
program about 
science and 
chemistry. The 
students had great 
time learning 
about scientific principals and the laws of gravity. 
The program took place in the Piney Grove library.  

They learned about different kind of gases and how different 
types of gases react with helium.  They also learned about mass 

volume and density.  Then 
they found out about 
combustion and air pressure. 
From exploding rockets to 
crazy hair it was a blast and 
all of the seventh grades 
seemed to enjoy all of the 
principles of science and nature. Thank you Sciworks for 
volunteering your time and coming to Piney Grove to show 
and teach us about 
science.    
        

 
 
    

Exploding Shaving Cream 
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 In the 6th grade PGMS science fair six people won. The science fair winners include: 
Kristen Slone, Ty Hunley, Sheyenne Lopez, and Bailey Bollman. The newspaper staff 
interviewed these winners. 
How long did it take you to complete the project? 
Kristen Slone: two weeks 
Sheyenne Lopez: one week 
Ty Hunley: Two days 
Bailey Bollman: One week 
 
Did you think you would win? Why/ Why Not?  
Kristen: No, Did not put time into it 
Sheyenne: Yes, Did a good job 
Ty: No, Did not put time into it 
Bailey: No, Did not try hard 
 
If it is not mandatory next year will you do it? 
Kristen: Probably not  
Sheyenne: No 
Ty: Yes 
Bailey: No 
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What is the most extreme thing you have ever done? 
 
Mrs. Stevens: snow skiing and snorkeling  
Mrs. Pendleton:  
Mrs. Mabe: climbing the pamper pole and standing on top 
Mrs. Priddy: had two children 12 years apart 
Mrs. McLennan: went to Cancun Mexico by herself  
Mr. Tucker: walking from San Francisco across the Golden Gate 
Bridge to Sausalito   
 

What is the funniest thing you have ever done? 
 
Mrs. Stevens: made an announcement to Mr. Love as Mr. A’s Love Love 
Mrs. Pendleton: 
Mrs. Mabe: left the car running while at work  
Mrs. Priddy: answered the phone to Piney Grove Middle Chair  

Mrs. McLennan: tiring to do cheers when she was a cheer coach 
Mr. Tucker: was in a woman’s beauty pageant      
 
What is the most helpful thing you have ever done? 
 
Mrs. Stevens: take care of father-in-law (illness)  
Mrs. Pendleton: being in an education 
Mrs. Mabe: helped dad through broken nose 



Mrs. Priddy: take care of mom when really sick 
Mrs. McLennan: listening to people’s problems  
Mr. Tucker: build a family a house  

 
 
What is the first thing that comes to your mind when someone says food? 
 
Mrs. Stevens: shrimp 
Mrs. Pendleton pinto beans and corn bread  
Mrs. Mabe: pizza 
Mrs. Priddy:  
Mrs. McLennan: chocolate 
Mr. Tucker: Rib-I-stake 
 
What are you doing for Christmas? 
 
Mrs. Stevens: spending time with family 
Mrs. Pendleton: all family lives close and goes house to house 
Mrs. Mabe: going to visit son and new grand daughter 
Mrs. Priddy: family comes to our house 
Mrs. McLennan: going to cousin house 
Mr. Tucker: church, play outside and a family gathering 

 
 

 
Contest Winner 

 
 
Brandon Brewer won the Christmas Card contest. This was a contest where students from the 
Elementary schools on up to the high schools competed in to create the best Christmas card this 
year.  This card will be sent to all employees of Stokes County School District to say, “Merry 
Christmas” to all from the Superintendent himself.  Brandon is in the 8th grade.  His homeroom 
teacher is Mr. Vernon.       
 
 

Congratulations Brandon!!!!!  



 
 
 
 

Christmas Around the World  
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Rest easy, sleep well my brothers. 

Know the line has held, your job is done. 

Rest easy, sleep well. 

Others have taken up where you fell, the line has held. 

Peace, peace, and farewell... 

Readers may be interested to know that these wreaths -- some 5,000 -- are donated by the 
Worcester Wreath Co. of Harrington, Maine. The owner, Merrill Worcester, not only provides 
the wreaths, but covers the trucking expense as well. He's done this since 1992. A wonderful 
guy. Also, most years, groups of Maine school kids combine an educational trip to DC with this 
event to help out. Making this even more remarkable is the fact that Harrington is in one the 
poorest parts of the state. Please share this with everyone on your address list. You hear too 
much about the bad things people do. Everyone should hear about this. 

 
 

 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Capitol Christmas tree in Washington, D.C., is 
decorated with 3,000 ornaments that are the handiwork of 
U.S. schoolchildren. Encircling evergreens in the 'Pathway 
of Peace' represent the 50 U.S. states. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
The world's largest Christmas tree display rises up the slopes 
of Monte Ingino outside of Gubbio, in Italy's Umbria region. 
Composed of about 500 lights connected by 40,000 feet of 
wire, the 'tree' is a modern marvel for an ancient city 
 

 
 
 
 
A Christmas tree befitting Tokyo's 
nighttime neon display is projected onto 
the exterior of the Grand Prince Hotel 
Akasaka. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Illuminating the Gothic facades of Prague's 
Old Town Square, and casting its glow over 
the manger display of the famous Christmas 
market, is a grand tree cut in the Sumava 
mountainsin the southern Czech Republic. 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 
 
 
Venice 's Murano Island renowned throughout the world for its 
quality glasswork is home to the tallest glass tree in the world. 
Sculpted by master glass blower Simone Cenedese, the artistic 
Christmas tree is a modern reflection of the holiday season. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Moscow celebrates Christmas according to the 
Russian Orthodox calendar on Jan. 7. For weeks 
beforehand, the city is alive with festivities in 
anticipation of Father Frost's arrival on his 
magical troika with the Snow Maiden.  He and 
his helper deliver gifts under the New Year tree, 
or yolka, which is traditionally a fir. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
The largest Christmas tree in Europe (more than 
230 feet tall) can be found in the Praça do Comércio 
in Lisbon, Portugal.  Thousands of lights adorn the 
tree, adding to the special enchantment of the city 
during the holiday season. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
'Oh Christmas tree, oh Christmas tree': Even in its humblest 
attire, aglow beside a tiny chapel in Germany's Karwendel 
mountains, a Christmas tree is a wondrous sight. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 
 
 
Ooh la la Galeries Lafayette! In Paris, even 
the Christmas trees are chic. With its 
monumental, baroque dome, plus 10 
stories of lights and high fashion, it's no 
surprise this show-stopping department 
store draws more visitors than the Louvre 
and the Eiffel Tower. 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
In addition to the Vatican's heavenly 
evergreen, St. Peter's Square in Rome hosts a 
larger-than-life nativity scene in front of the 
obelisk. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Christmas tree that greets revelers at the Puerta del 
Sol is dressed for a party. Madrid's two-week celebration 
makes millionaires along with merrymakers. On Dec. 22, 
a lucky citizen will win El Gordo (the fat one), the world's 
biggest lottery. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A token of gratitude for Britain's aid during World War II, 
the Christmas tree in London's Trafalgar Square has been 
the annual gift of the people of Norway since 1947. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Drink a glass of gluhwein from the holiday 
market at the Romer Frankfurt's city hall since 
1405 and enjoy a taste of Christmas past. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Against a backdrop of tall, shadowy firs, a 
rainbow trio of Christmas trees lights up the 
night (location unknown).  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
This is what the well known song, The Twelve Days of Christmas, 
represents.   
  
-The partridge in a pear tree was Jesus Christ.  
-Two turtle doves were the Old and New Testaments. 
-Three French hens stood for faith, hope and love.- 
-The four calling birds were the four gospels of Matthew, Mark, Luke & 
John. 
-The five golden rings recalled the Torah or Law, the first five books of 
the Old Testament. 
-The six geese a-laying stood for the six days of creation. 
-Seven swans a-swimming represented the sevenfold gifts of the Holy 
Spirit--Prophesy, Serving, Teaching, Exhortation, Contribution, 
Leadership, and Mercy. 
-The eight maids a-milking were the eight beatitudes. 
-Nine ladies dancing were the nine fruits of the Holy Spirit--Love, Joy, Peace, Patience, 
Kindness, Goodness, Faithfulness, Gentleness, and Self Control. 
-The ten lords a-leaping were the Ten Commandments. 
-The eleven pipers piping stood for the eleven faithful disciples. 
-The twelve drummers drumming symbolized the twelve points of belief in the Apostles' Creed. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
*If you feel that we should add anything to “Straight From The Pride” contact the one of the 
editors.  – Sarah Bullins, Ashley Lawson, or Summer Harris* 

 


